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In Memory of 
Frederick David Baldwin 
Saturday, June 4th, 2022 

Trinity United Church 
Port Coquitlam 

David Cathcart Presiding 
 

*** *** *** *** 
 
Before the Service: 

God of all compassion, we bring to you our sorrow 
and distress, and pray that you will give us the 
strength and courage to bear it. 

As we celebrate the life that was Fred Baldwin, fill our 
minds with precious memories, our hearts with 
peace and our souls with the comfort of your Spirit. 

Give us the grace to say goodbye in the certain hope 
of joy in your loving embrace.  Amen. 

 
Processional: “In the Garden” Songs of the Gospel, p23  
 
Scripture Sentences: 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Those 
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die.” (John 11:25) 

 
The peace of Christ be with you, and also with you. 



2 

 

I am Rev David Cathcart, I’m the minister here at 
Trinity United Church, and I will be presiding as 
celebrate the life and grieve the loss of Fred 
Baldwin. 

We ask that you remain masked when we are singing 
in particular, certainly adjust your mask if you need 
to wipe your nose of fix your face, but we would 
prefer if you generally leave them on. 

Welcome to those who are watching from overseas. 
 
I invite you to take a deep breath… 

 
Greetings: 

Friends, we gather here in the protective shelter of 
God’s healing love, to give thanks for the life of 
Fred Baldwin, husband, father, grandfather, uncle, 
brother and friend, and to offer our support and 
encouragement to those who grieve his death. 

We gather to hear God’s word of hope that sustains 
us in trouble, and leads us to give praise to God. 

And we gather to commend to God the life of Fred 
Baldwin, for in life and in death we belong to Christ 
who is Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

 
Prayer of Approach: 

Let us pray: 
O God, Creator of life, help us to accept death as a 

part of life, trusting in your goodness and great love 
for every one of us. 



3 

 

We feel now the pain of parting with a loved one, but 
we rejoice that we were privileged to experience 
life with Fred. 

We entrust Fred to you in death as in life you 
entrusted him to us. 

We pray with sincerity and hope.  Amen. 
 

Hymn: “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” VU 644 
 
About Fred Baldwin: 
 Tracy Van Aert (daughter) 
 Paul Jackson – introducing the English Family 
 Melanie Howells (video) 
 Mervyn Howells (video) 
 
Amazing Grace: Megan Wall (video) 
 
Memorial Slides: (video) 
 
Prayer of Confession: 

Remembering that we are not always the people God 
made us to be, let us bow our heads in a spirit of 
confession: 

God of the living and the dead, we are burdened by 
the things we have done and by the things we have 
not done, the things we have said and the things 
we have not said.   
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We remember our broken promises and missed 
opportunities; the gifts we have taken for granted, 
the love we have not shown or returned.   

We regret the love we have failed to receive and the 
resentment that we have held in our hearts.   

Forgive us, comfort us and heal us.  Lift our guilt from 
us that we may walk in freedom and grace.  Amen. 

 
Words of Assurance: 

Friends, the hope of the resurrection is that God loves 
us, Christ walks with us in the Way, and the breath of 
the Spirit gives us new life.  Be at peace for we are 
forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

 
Readings: 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
3For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven: 
2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather 
stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 
embracing; 
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
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a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 
9 What gain have the workers from their toil? 10I have 
seen the business that God has given to everyone to be 
busy with. 11He has made everything suitable for its 
time; moreover, he has put a sense of past and future 
into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has 
done from the beginning to the end. 12I know that there 
is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy 
themselves as long as they live; 13moreover, it is God’s 
gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all 
their toil. 

 
Psalm 23 

A Psalm of David. 
1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
2   He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 
3   he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 
   for his name’s sake. 
 
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
   I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
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   your rod and your staff— 
   they comfort me. 
 
5 You prepare a table before me 
   in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
   my cup overflows. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
   all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
   my whole life long. 

 
Matthew 7:7-11 
7 ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will 
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 8For 
everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the 
door will be opened. 9Is there anyone among you 
who, if your child asks for bread, will give a 
stone? 10Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a 
snake? 11If you then, who are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father in heaven give good things to those who ask 
him! 

 
Message:  
 

May the words of my mouth  
and the meditations of our hearts  
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be acceptable to you,  
O God, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 
 
The passage we just heard from Ecclesiastes is 
familiar enough. At the very least we recognize the 
lyrics of “Turn! Turn! Turn!” from the Byrds: 
 
“To everything turn, turn, turn 
There is a seasons turn, turn, turn 
And a time to every purpose 
Under Heaven” 
 
In eight verses, the author of Ecclesiastes 
enumerates all the things for which God has made a 
time: birth, death, killing, healing, weeping, laughing, 
seeking, finding… mourning, dancing. 
 
I often point out that the passage makes it sound like 
there are separate and distinct times for each thing. 
A time to be born and a different time to die (at 
least, that’s what we would hope for). But 
sometimes, our experience tells us that the time for 
very different things is simultaneous. Like when we 
are celebrating a loved one after they have died.  
 
Today is a time to weep and laugh simultaneously. 
Today is a time to mourn and dance all at the same 
time. We hold space for all of it at once. There is 
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room in us for joy and woe in the same breath, 
because life is rich, and God gives to us abundantly. 
 
The real juice of this passage in Ecclesiastes is in the 
lines that follow the enumeration of seasons. We 
often don’t read any further, though we did today. 
And it reads like this: 
 
“I know that there is nothing better for them than to 
be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live; 
moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink 
and take pleasure in all their toil.” 
 
The author of Ecclesiastes concludes that it is the 
meaning of life to live well and respond with 
gratitude. Toil, pain, joy, and dancing are all part of 
the richness of life, so enjoy what you have is the 
response of the author. 
 
Jesus affirms this attitude as he teaches to seek and 
find, ask and receive, knock and enter. He also 
encourages us to be generous when asked of, even if 
it is inconvenient. We are called to be generous with 
out neighbours and friends as God in heaven is 
generous with us. 
 
I take great joy in hearing how generous Fred was in 
life. I hearing of his great commitment to his girls. 
And his devotion to Avis, a blind date that turned out 
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well. There is something powerfully sacred about a 
blind date turning into 56 years of marriage, a large 
family, and devoted community. This is life lived well. 
This is taking pleasure in our toil as our scripture 
beseeches. 
 
Live in the fullness of this moment. Feel the pain, feel 
the joy, receive the love, respond with gratitude. You 
are not alone. You have each other, you have 
community, and God is with you in the midst of all of 
it. 
 
Fred is now beyond pain and loneliness, suffering and 
doubt. He rests in the eternal embrace of all that has 
loved him. Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession: 
Gracious and loving God, we thank you for all the 

blessings, of life, for watching over us in death and 
for all the ways in which we come to know your 
love. 

We thank you for those who share our lives: for 
families and loved ones; for caregivers and 
companions; for friends and neighbours. 

Especially today, we thank you for Fred Baldwin: 
husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, 
uncle, mentor and friend. 

We praise you for the gifts of his life: for what started 
as a blind date and became 56 years of marriage 
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with Avis; for the family he lived for; for his love of 
the outdoors; his love of travel; for all that lives on 
through those who knew and loved him. 

We thank you that for Fred, death is past, pain is 
ended, and he has entered into the joy of your 
presence.   

Comforting and caring God, we pray for the family 
and friends of Fred and for all who grieve this loss. 

We pray for his wife, Avis; for his daughters: Jackie 
and Tracy and their husbands; for his 
grandchildren: Mark, Simon, Tyson, and Felicia and 
their partners and for his great-grandson Jacob.  

May they know the comfort of your love, through the 
support of others and the peace of your presence.  

And guide us all as we seek to offer support and care, 
healing and hope to those who feel this loss. 

Strong and tender God, in Jesus, you share the joy and 
sorrow of this life, and so we pray also today for all 
others who know suffering and pain. 

Grant us all a vision of your purpose in our life and 
work together, that we may bear witness to the 
hope which is in Jesus Christ, in life, in death, and in 
life beyond death.  Amen. 

 
Disciples’ Prayer: 
 
Announcements: 

• The family would like to thank everyone who 
came to celebrate Fred’s life with them today 
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• You are welcome to join the family for a time of 
fellowship following the service in the Church Hall 
 

Commendation: 
Into your hands, O merciful Saviour, we commend 

your servant Fred Baldwin. 
Acknowledge, we humbly pray, a sheep of your own 

fold, a lamb of your own flock, and a child of your 
own redeeming. 

Receive Fred into the arms of your mercy, into the 
blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the 
glorious company of the saints in light.  Amen. 

 
Benediction: 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,  

and the blessing of God, our Creator, Christ, our 
Saviour, and the Holy Spirit, our Comforter, be with 
you always.  Amen. 

 
Recessional: “I See a New Heaven”  VU 713  
 


